
Green
green thumb She has a green thumb and is able to grow one of the best gardens in our neighbourhood.

 Eg. He realized that the grass is always greener on the other side when he saw that his new job wasn’t perfect and had its own problems too.
Eg. I was green with envy when I heard that she would be going to London for a month while I had to stay and work.

to be green : inexperienced, immature : He is rather green and doesn’t have enough experience to drive the large piece of machinery yet.

give/ get someone the green light : give/ receive permission to go ahead with a project : We were finally given the green light to begin setting up the new project. We got the green light to go ahead with the new advertising campaign.

green belt : an area of fields and trees around a town : The city has a policy of increasing the green belt around the city.
green with (envy) - позеленевший от (зависти)
green wound - свежая, незажившая рана
green hand - новичок; неопытный человек
green man - брит. зелёный человечек (пиктографическое подсвечиваемое изображение на светофоре; разрешает движение пешеходам)
putting green - ровная поверхность (вокруг лунки в гольфе) 
green - амер.; разг. капуста, бабки, зелень (по цвету американских бумажных денег)
green - разг. мистифицировать, обманывать, разыгрывать
green-eyed monster - чудище с зелеными глазами (ревность)
Black
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black sheep (of the family)  a person who is a disgrace or embarrassment to a family or group , eg  The man is the black sheep in his family and is the only member who has not had a successful career and life.

black and white : think of everything or judge everything as either good or bad, eg  He tries to see everything in black and white although he knows this is impossible.”

black out : 1. to darken by putting out or dimming electric lights; 2. to lose consciousness , eg  1. During the war people in the cities were forced to black out their windows so that the enemy aircraft could not see them.
2. Suddenly the man blacked out during the parade and had to be helped to a quiet place.

in the black : successful or profitable, good financial condition with no debt, eg  The company has been in the black since they began to adopt many new ideas to cut costs. The company has been in the black for the past six months.
black as hell (night, pitch, my hat) - тьма кромешная
black as sin (thunder, thundercloud) - мрачнее тучи
black as ink - чёрный как сажа; мрачный, безрадостный
black and blue - в синяках (to beat black and blue - избить до полусмерти, измордовать)
black dog - тоска зелёная; дурное настроение, уныние
black in the face - побагровевший (от гнева, злости, усилий)
to put up a black - разг. капитально пролететь, совершить крупную ошибку
to be in the black - быть прибыльным, приносить доход
black frost - сильный мороз без инея; гололед, гололедица (на шоссе)
black sheep (of a family) - паршивая овца (в семье не без урода)
black eye - подбитый глаз, синяк под глазом 
black looks - злые взгляды
black cat bone - кость чёрной кошки (талисман у афро-американцев, был особенно популярен в 1930-40 гг.) 
black art - чёрная магия
black hand - крим. шайка бандитов
black bag - нелегальный (о действиях ФБР, связанных с несанкционированным проникновением в жилище) 
black and tan - прил. чёрный с рыжими подпалинами; сущ. коктейль из светлого и тёмного пива 
Black and Tans - ист. английские карательные отряды в Ирландии после Первой мировой войны, подавлявшие восстание шинфейнеров 1921 года (у них была форма двух типов - полицейская чёрного цвета и военная хаки, отсюда название) 
black pudding - брит. кровяная колбаса
Blue
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eg  It came like a bolt from the blue that they are getting divorced.

eg  My brother only rings home once in a blue moon. I wish he would ring our parents more often

eg  I told him he was making a mistake until I was blue in the face but he wouldn’t listen.

to appear/happen out of the blue: совершенно неожиданно, как гром среди ясного неба
1. to arrive unexpectedly, usually after a long absence.
2. to happen very suddenly and unexpectedly

eg  1. My brother suddenly appeared out of the blue yesterday. We hadn’t seen him for years.
2. I was driving home when out of the blue a deer jumped out in front of my car. I braked just in time to avoid it. We were both very lucky not to be hurt.

to blue pencil something: to censor something, eg  Reports on the mistreatment of the political prisoners were blue pencilled by the authorities

a blue-eyed boy: critical description of a boy/young man who has been singled out for special favours by someone in authority, eg ”John is a real blue-eyed boy. The team manager always gives him special treatment. It isn’t fair to the rest of us.
to look / feel blue: to look / feel depressed or discontented, eg  Things are looking blue for Tom these days. His wife has left him.
men/boys in blue : the police because of the colour of their uniforms, eg  Let’s get out of here! The boys in blue are coming.
blue murder - вопль; громкий пронзительный крик
like blue murder - на полном ходу, на полной скорости
to cry oneself blue in the face - кричать до посинения
blue study - мрачные раздумья, тяжёлые мысли
blue fear - разг. испуг, паника, замешательство
to look blue - иметь унылый вид
to be blue - хандрить
blue devils - уныние; белая горячка
to drink till all's blue - допиться до белой горячки
to make the air blue - ругаться
by all that's blue! - чёрт побери!
bluestocking - учёная женщина, "синий чулок"
blue joke - пошлая шутка
blue water - открытое море
blue pages - голубые страницы (раздел в телефонном справочнике, где перечислены телефоны и адреса правительственных ведомств)
blue law - пуританский закон (закрытие театров по воскресеньям, запрещение продажи спиртных напитков; в США)
true blue - член партии вигов
blue boy - полицейский; ист. северянин (в Гражданской войне США; между северными и южными штатами)
blue-on-blue - воен. "синие по синим", огонь по своим 
blue chip - карт. синяя фишка (в покере; имеет самую высокую стоимость)
Brown
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brown study - глубокое раздумье; мрачное настроение

to be browned off: to be bored, annoyed at something: I’m browned off with this place. There is nothing to do here. надоедать, наскучить
to do brown - разг. обмануть, надуть, обжулить
brown - разг. медяк
brown ware - глиняная посуда
brown holland - небелёное, суровое полотно
Colourless
to be colourless: to lack personality, to be boring : “Nothing he said stands out in my memory. I’m afraid he’s a dull, colourless man.’

to be off colour : to be not quite at one’s best, to feel queasy  (разборчивый) or slightly ill : She’s a little off colour today because she was up very late last night and had too much to drink!.
to give/lend colour to : to make (an account, story, explanation, etc.) more credible or more believable : ” The broken window on the ground floor lent colour to her story that
her house had been burgled”
a highly coloured report : a report that is exaggerated or biased : I read the government’s highly coloured report on the great state of the health services.
to see someone in his true colours : to understand someone’s true character, often for the first time : As soon as he made a fuss about returning her money, I saw him in his true colours.
to show oneself in one’s true colours : to reveal one’s true nature: When he lost his temper at the party, he showed himself in his true colours
with flying colours : with great success, with distinction: We were all expecting him to fail, but he passed with flying colours.
to paint in bright/dark colours : to describe something in a flattering or unflattering way: My brother pretended he was doing well financially and painted his life there in the brightest colours.
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colour-blind - 1) мед. страдающий дальтонизмом, не различающий цветов; 2) не имеющий расовых предрассудков;


loud colors - кричащие краски 
Golden
a golden opportunity: a great opportunity that might never come again : This is a golden opportunity to make a business deal with that big company.

a golden handshake: a large sum of money paid to a retiring manager or director, or to a redundant worker: The company chairman received a huge golden handshake on retiring.
a golden boy: a young man idolized for a great skill, usually in sport: David Beckham is the golden boy of English soccer
Pink
tickled pink: be very pleased, thrilled, delighted: She was tickled pink that you made the effort to go and visit her when you were in town.
to look through rose-coloured/tinted spectacles : to see things in a flattering or over-optimistic light: It annoys me that she sees everything through rose-coloured spectacles, but
she would feel differently if she had to live there.

pink of perfection - верх совершенства
pink - полит. жарг. либеральничающий; умеренно левый
pink - уст. красивый человек; представитель элиты общества
pink out - украшать дырочками, фестонами, зубцами 
Red
to be shown the red card : to be dismissed from your job: The accountant was shown the red card for hiding company money.
to be in the red : to have an overdraft, to be in debt : I am overdrawn again. I hate being in the red. влезший в долги; превысивший кредит; убыточный
to catch someone red-handed: to catch someone in the act of committing a crime, usu. a theft:  The manager caught the new employee red-handed taking money out of the box. пойманный с поличным

to see red: to react with uncontrollable rage against someone or something: John saw red when he saw his girlfriend laughing with another guy.
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red tape : bureaucratic delay, excessive attention to rules and regulations, often resulting in injustice to the ordinary citizen: I want to start a new business but the red tape involved is very frustrating. бюрократический, канцелярский, связанный с волокитой


to see the red light: to recognize approaching danger, the red light being a danger signal:“When the doctor warned his patient that further drinking would damage his liver, the man saw the red light and quit.”

paint the town red: go out and party and have a good time:” When my cousin came to visit us we decided to go out and paint the town red.”

roll out the red carpet: greet a person with great respect, give a big welcome:When Nelson Mandela visited Washington, they rolled out the red carpet and gave him a great welcome.

a redneck: an ignorant, insensitive person: Our new co-worker is a real redneck. He doesn’t seem to know anything about life.
to have a red face - покраснеть от стыда или от смущения
redness - полит. приверженность красным, коммунистам
out of the red - приносящий прибыль
red cent - (медная) монета в 1 цент; пренебр. медный грош (It is not worth a red cent. Гроша медного не стоит.)
red - рыжий (о волосах)
red light district - квартал публичных домов
red herring - отвлекающий манёвр (букв. красная сельдь; сильно пахнущая копчёная селёдка использовалась, чтобы сбивать охотничьих собак со следа) 

Violet
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shinking violet - A shy or retiring person (шутл. робкий, застенчивый человек);
to play the shrinking violet – conduct as if a shy person (разыгрывать из себя невинность)


Silver
the silver screen: the cinema: Valentino was one of the earliest stars of the silver screen.

White
as white as a sheet: in a state of great fear: You look like you’ve just seen a ghost. Your face is as white as a sheet.
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white elephant: a useless possession: The new stereo that he bought is a white elephant and he doesn’t need it at all.

white as a ghost : very pale because of fear, shock, illness etc.: My sister became white as a ghost when she saw the man at the window.

a white lie: a harmless lie (told to be polite or to do something not seriously wrong): I told my boss a white lie and said that I was sick yesterday when actually I wasn’t.

a white-collar worker: a professional or office worker who wear a shirt with a white collar: The recession has hit factory workers (blue-collar workers) much harder than white-collar workers.
white glass - прозрачное стекло
white night - ночь без сна; белая ночь
white squall - шквал без дождя
show the white feather - выказать трусость (букв. показать белое перо; людям, избегавшим военной службы, вручались белые перья, поэтому выражение показать "белое перо" стало синонимом трусости)
white coffee - кофе с молоком
the white man's grave - "могила белого человека", Экваториальная Африка (названа так из-за неблагоприятного климата)
white sheet - ист. покаянная одежда; to stand in a white sheet - публично каяться
Yellow
yellow-bellied: extremely timid, cowardly: He is a yellow-bellied coward and never is willing to fight for what is right.

a yellow streak: cowardice in character: He has a yellow streak running down his back and is not a good person to expect to support you when things become difficult.
yellow – coward ( разг. трусость)
yellow jersey – leader’s yellow T-shirt in competitions (жёлтая майка лидера в соревнованиях)
yellow flag - caution (осторожно; карантинный флаг)
yellow dog contract - An employer-employee contract, no longer legal, by which the employee agrees not to join a union while employed. (амер. о невступлении в профсоюз, о неучастии в стачках и т.п.) 
Grey

grey - a man who can blend in to any scene or situation without standing out , hiding his skills and qualities 
dapple-grey – about horses (серый в яблоках)
Exercises
Choose an idiom to replace the expression in the brackets: 

The girl was (very pleased) that she was chosen to represent her class at the competition. 

(a) blacked out (b) tickled pink (c) green with envy (d) out of the blue
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My boss is not very flexible and he always sees things (as either good or bad). 

(a) in the red (b) off-color (c) with flying colors (d) in black and white


[image: image9.wmf]

 

The government finally gave the city (permission) to build the new airport. 

(a) the green light (b) a horse of a different color (c) once in a blue moon (d) red tape
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Our company has been (losing money) for three years now. 

(a) rolling out the red carpet (b) yellow-bellied (c) in the red (d) green
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It was a (memorable) day when the first person walked on the moon. 

(a) yellow-streak (b) white-elephant (c) red-herring (d) red-letter
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My brother passed the test to become a police officer (easily and with great success). 

(a) green (b) with flying colors (c) out of the blue (d) tickled pink


[image: image13.wmf]

 

Our company told us (suddenly and without any warning) that our factory would close next month. 

(a) out of the blue (b) once in a blue moon (c) with flying colors (d) pitch-black
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The mother (was very angry) when her daughter came home at three o`clock in the morning. 

(a) rolled out the red carpet (b) saw red (c) showed her true colors (d) looked at the world through rose-colored glasses
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The man argued with his wife until he was (very angry) but still she would not agree with him. 

(a) brown bagging it (b) in the black (c) blue in the face (d) a pot calling the kettle black


[image: image16.wmf]

 

I go to the swimming pool only (rarely) although I love to swim. 


(a) green around the gills (b) with flying colors (c) in the red (d) once in a blue moon
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Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-A67e-isDR0 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FbdbqXS2o0
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